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Whitfield Board of
Education members
voted 3-2 on Monday to
rebuild Eastbrook
Middle School. (Misty
Watson/The Daily

n Citizen)

Rachel Brown
rachelbrown@daltoncitizen.com (http:/daltondailycitizen.com)
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Eastbrook Middle School will be rebuilt, but Whitfield Board of and verify your email address. Once you do, your
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In the 3-2 vote on Monday, board members Rodney Lock and Bill civil and clean. We reserve the right to remove
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Dalton Board of Education members would have to sign onto the
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Chairman Steve Williams has said city board members are “hesitant”

about doing so given the state of the economy. He has also said they’re

open to talking with county school officials. Type your comment here.

Whitfield board Chairman Louis Fordham acknowledged the financing
problem was “weighing heavily on (his) shoulders,” but he voted with
Gary Brock and Thomas Barton to move ahead with the project.

“This is a commitment to an ESPLOST 4 on behalf of this board
whether Dalton city (schools) is at the table or not,” Fordham said. “...
I’'m fairly confident that Whitfield County and Dalton Public Schools are
going to work very well together.”
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Worley said he wasn’t convinced enough had been done to ensure the
school will be built in a way that isn’t extravagant.
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Lock, whose children have gone through Eastbrook, said he doesn’t

think now is the right time to rebuild the aging facility. Absolutely Eastbrook should be rebuilt. It should have been rebuilt
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school, and he won’t go back on his promise to do that. He said the that it is rebuilt as a beautiful modern school.

money is coming from $6.5 million in state funds, some $4.1 million
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savings when construction of Coahulla Creek High School and Cedar

Ridge Elementary didn’t cost as much as budgeted.
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Brock has said in the past the school badly needs to be rebuilt.

The board vote came after a community meeting last week in which more than two dozen parents, students and local
residents offered opinions on whether to rebuild Eastbrook. Many said the current building is deteriorating, has a leaky roof
and is constantly plagued with mold, roaches and rats.

Assistant Superintendent Richard Schoen described the proposed new building as “not an extravagant facility” and said
rising materials prices would almost certainly drive up construction costs if the board waited to rebuild the school.

The new school will be built on top of the current ball fields with the bid going to Bremen-based R.K. Redding. Officials said
it could be as long as three years before the fields are rebuilt. Students meanwhile will be bused to Cedar Ridge
Elementary’s fields. Schoen said school officials are talking with county recreation officials about other locations they might
use after the Eastbrook fields are torn down.

The current school building will be torn down.
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